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PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR MESSAGE 

Unfortunately, Wisconsin experienced another low snow season. Marginal snowmobiling opportunities existed 

in the far northern areas of the state with trails barely opening in the south. 

There were 933 active volunteer snowmobile safety instructors that certified 3805 students, 4495 students 

were certified via online courses. Despite the poor snow conditions Wisconsin had 16 fatal snowmobile 

crashes, up from 9 the previous season. Speed, alcohol and nighttime continue to be the biggest 

contributing factors. 

The Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs (AWSC) was successful in getting a permanent trail pass 

requirement implemented for all Wisconsin Public Use registered snowmobiles. Previously only non- resident 

snowmobiles were required to purchase trail passes. The new trail pass is $10.00 for current members of a 

Wisconsin snowmobile club affiliated with AWSC and $30.00 for non-members.  

Keep your fingers crossed for a lot of snow in the future. Remember to operate within your abilities, stay on 

your side of the trail and never drink alcohol while operating a snowmobile.  Practice “Zero Alcohol” which is a 

personal choice to not drink any amount of alcohol until you are done operating all motorized vehicle for the 

day. 

Thanks and be safe!   

Gary Eddy, Snowmobile Safety Administrator  
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The following statistical information was compiled from data collected from the 16 fatal accident 

investigations during the winter of 2016-17. 

9.7 
9.1 

8.2 
7.4 

4.6 

8.9 

9.70 

5.37 
4.45 

7.87 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

2
0

0
7

-2
0

0
8

2
0

0
8

-2
0

0
9

2
0

0
9

-2
0

1
0

2
0

1
0

-2
0

1
1

2
0

1
1

-2
0

1
2

2
0

1
2

-2
0

1
3

2
0

1
3

-2
0

1
4

2
0

1
4

-2
0

1
5

2
0

1
5

-2
0

1
6

2
0

1
6

-2
0

1
7

PROGRAM SUMMARY 

Accident Investigation, Reporting and Administration 
 
A snowmobile crash incident is any incident (regardless of the number of vehicles involved) that results in 
a fatality or an injury that requires medical treatment by a physician. 

Wisconsin law requires every snowmobile operator involved in a crash incident to report the incident 
without delay to law enforcement officials. In addition, within 10 days of the incident, the operator must 
submit a written report on Form 4100-174 to the Department of Natural Resources. 

Over the past 10 years there has been a slight decreasing trend in the number of fatalities per 
100,000 registered snowmobile (does not include snowmobile trail passes).   
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SNOWMOBILE FATALITIES PER 100,000 REGISTRATIONS 

http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/forms/4100/4100-174.pdf
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HISTORY OF SNOWMOBILE FATALITIES 
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History of Wisconsin Resident Snowmobile Registrations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There were 203,432 registrations for the 2016/2017 season. Registrations include public use, private use, 
municipal use, commercial use and antique snowmobiles. 

 
 

 

 

Wisconsin had 16 

snowmobile fatalities, 7 

more than the previous 

year.   

 

 

 

SNOWMOBILE TRAIL PASSES SOLD 
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Over 100 
Hours 

(9) 56% 

0-100 Hours 
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unknown 
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56% of the operators involved in fatal 
accidents reportedly had over 100 hours 
of experience operating a snowmobile. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
One of the contributing factors to snowmobile 
fatalities is the operator not being 
snowmobile safety certified.  81% of the 
operators involved in a fatal accident had 
not completed a snowmobile safety course in 
Wisconsin a slight decrease from 89% the 
previous season. 
 
Certification in snowmobile safety is 
encouraged for operators of all ages. 
 
 

AGE OF VICTIM  

OPERATOR EXPERIENCE 

OPERATOR WAS SNOWMOBILE SAFETY CERTIFIED  
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No Alcohol 
(2) 13% 

BAC .01-.19 
(4) 25% 

BAC Greater  
Than .20 
(5) 31% 

NA 
(4) 25% 

Amount of Alcohol (BAC) Detected in Victim at the 
Time of the Accident 

 
 

 
 
Alcohol was involved in 11 of the sixteen fatal 
incidents. “Alcohol Involved” means alcohol was 
detected in victim’s system or witness verified victim 
consumed alcohol.  (Blood test results were unknown 
for three incidents.) 
 
Sixteen operators were arrested for operating a 
snowmobile with a BAC at or above .08%. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) is in grams/milliliter (g/ml). 
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Note:  A Route is a public road opened to legal 
snowmobile travel by the local municipality. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
There were 11fatal crashes that 
involved colliding with a fixed object. 
A “Fixed Object” could be a tree, 
cabin, bridge, cables or a shoreline. 
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Estimated Speed at Time of Accident 

Location of Accident 

Type of Accident 

Private Land 
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Public Road  
(Not a Route) 

(2) 13% 

Public Trail 
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Snowmobile 
Route / Road 

(2) 13% Frozen Water 
(3) 19% 

Collision with 
a fixed object 

(11) 70% 
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Open Water 

(1) 6% 
Collision with 
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Vehicle (1) 6% 
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w/another 

Snowmobile 
(1) 6% 

Fell from 
Snowmobile 

(1) 6% 

Roll Over 
(1) 6% 
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Saturday and Sunday continue to be 
the days of the week with the highest 
number of fatal occurrences with a 
total of 9 for both days.  

 

 

 

 

          

TIME OF FATAL OCCURRENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FATALITIES BY DAY OF WEEK 
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State Conservation Wardens and county 

recreational patrol deputies receive 

snowmobile funding to enforce state 

snowmobile laws. 

The total number of citations for the 2016-

2017 season was 605.  

#1 Operate a snowmobile on a trail without a trail use sticker 108 

#2 Fail to comply with regulatory signs 88 

#3 Operate snowmobile without valid registration 77 

#4 Operate snowmobile without valid safety certificate or without carry proof of completion 69 

#5 Operate snowmobile on public or private property of another without consent 43 

#6 Operate snowmobile while under the influence of an intoxicant or controlled substance 30 

#7 Operate at unreasonable, improper speed or in careless manner 28 

#8 Operate snowmobile illegally on or in the vicinity of highways 24 

#9 Operate snowmobile with alcohol concentration at or above 0.8% 16 

#10 Operate snowmobile without possession of valid registration certificate or validated 
application receipt and  
Place, possess or transport an uncased or loaded firearm in or on a vehicle  

14 
 
14 

Top Ten Snowmobile Violations 

Citations Issued for Snowmobile Violations for the 2016-2017 

235 
68 

41 

12 

350 

Registration / Trail Pass Violations
Alcohol / Drug Related
Speed Related
Equipment Violations
Other Violations
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Safety Education 
 
 

Snowmobile riding is a growing sport in Wisconsin. Along with the privilege of enjoying the sport comes 
the responsibility of making sure you are operating snowmobiles safely and responsibly.  

Snowmobile operators at least 12 years of age who were born on or after January 1, 1985 must 
complete a snowmobile safety certification course in order to operate on public snowmobile trails and 
areas in Wisconsin. DNR recreational safety specialists recommend all snowmobile operators complete a 
safety course. 

For the 2016/2017 Season, 4,495 of the 8,300 total students were certified through an Internet Safety 
Course.  Students must be 16 years of age or older in order to become certified by these online classes.  The 
trend of the number of people being certified by the internet safety course vs. a traditional class room 
course is increasing. 
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#5 – 01/14/17; 

10:20PM; Sawyer 

Co.; Hayward; 

Frozen Lake 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Speed, 

Alcohol 

800CC; Unknown; 

Yes 

40; M; MN; No; 

Over 100 Hours 
Yes / No Test Results 

Victim was found in the debris of a burnt down ice shack. 

#6 – 01/17/17; 

7:16PM; Oneida Co.; 

Minocqua; Trail 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Speed, 

Alcohol 

800CC; 88MPH; 

Yes 

48; M; WI; Yes; 

Over 100 Hours 
Yes / .225 

Victim continued through an intersection into a wooded area striking trees. 

  

Wisconsin Snowmobile Fatality Summary – 2016/2017 

Date / Time 

County / Town City 

Location 

No.# of Vehicles  

Involved / Cause /  

Incident Factors 

Vehicle CC /  

Estimated Speed 

Helmet 

Age/Gender/Residency 

Safety Certified /  

Experience 

Alcohol Involved /  

BAC 

#1 - 12/26/16; 

8:35PM; Vilas Co.; 

Arbor Vitae; Road 

(Route) 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Speed, 

Alcohol 

1056CC; Unknown; 

Yes 

63; M; IL; No; Over 

100 Hours 
Yes / .034 

Victim failed to negotiate a curve, left the trail and struck a tree. 

#2 – 12/30/16; 

11:00PM; Iron Co.; 

Hurley; Trail 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Speed, 

Alcohol 

800CC; Unknown; 

Yes 

45; M; IL; No; Over 

100 Hours 
Yes / .194 

Victim left the trail and struck several trees. 

#3 – 01/05/17; 

11:00PM; Barron 

Co.; Rice Lake; 

Frozen Lake 

1; Broke Through 

Ice; Alcohol, Thin 

Ice 

800CC; 10MPH; 

Yes 

42; M; WI; No; 

Unknown 
Yes / .216 

Victim was operating on a frozen lake and broke through the ice. 

#4 – 01/12/17; 

8:30PM; Pierce Co.; 

Prescott; Road (Not a 

Route) 

2; Collision with 

Vehicle; Alcohol, 

Failure to Yield 

440CC; 15MPH; 

Yes 

47; M; WI; No; Over 

100 Hours 
Yes / .239 

Victim was attempting to cross a Hwy and was struck by a vehicle. 

Newly Recruited Instructors     Active Instructors 
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Date / Time 

County / Town City 

Location 

No.# of Vehicles  

Involved / Cause /  

Incident Factors 

Vehicle CC /  

Estimated Speed 

Helmet 

Age/Gender/Residency 

Safety Certified /  

Experience 

Alcohol Involved /  

BAC 

#7 – 01/27/17; 

12:30PM; Iron Co.; 

Saxon; Road (Route) 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Speed 

488CC; 40MPH; 

Yes 

46; M; WI; No; 0-100 

Hours 
No / .000 

Victim failed to negotiate a slight curve on the road/route and struck a tree. 

#8 – 02/04/17; 

1:15AM; Clark Co.; 

Riplinger; Trail 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Speed, 

Alcohol 

Unknown; 50MPH; 

Yes 

62; M; WI; No; 

Unknown 
Yes / .165 

Victim failed to negotiate a slight curve on the trail and struck a tree. 

#9 – 02/04/17; 

7:10AM; Monroe 

Co.; Wilton; Trail 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Speed, 

Alcohol 

679CC; 30MPH; 

Yes 

29; M; WI; Yes; Over 

100 Hours 
Yes / .244 

Victim was operating at a high rate of speed and collided with a bridge abutment. 

#10 – 02/04/17; 

10:15PM; Kewaunee 

Co.; Lincoln; Private 

Property 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Alcohol 

598CC; Unknown; 

No 

47; F; WI; No; Over 

100 Hours 
Yes / Unknown 

The operator was driving in loops and struck a fixed object ejecting him and the passenger/victim. 

#11 – 02/05/17; 

1:30AM; Oconto Co.; 

Mountain; Road (Not 

a Route) 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Speed, 

Alcohol 

600CC; 35MPH; 

Yes 

23; M; WI; Yes; 

Unknown 
Yes / .217 

Victim failed to negotiate a curve on the road and struck a tree. 

#12 – 02/10/17; 

10:30PM; Price Co.; 

Fifield; Frozen Lake 

1; Collision with 

Another 

Snowmobile; 

Speed, Alcohol, 

Drugs 

800CC; 50MPH; 

Yes 

31; M; WI; No; 

Unknown 
Yes / .133 

Victim was travelling across a lake and collided with another snowmobile. 

#13 – 02/12/17; 

1:00AM; Clark Co.; 

Sherman; Trail 

1; Roll Over; 

Alcohol, Carless 

Operation 

600CC; Unknown; 

Yes 

34; M; WI; No; 

Unknown 
NA / NA 

Victim was a passenger where it appears he fell off or was ejected from the snowmobile striking a tree. 
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Date / Time 

County / Town City 

Location 

No.# of Vehicles  

Involved / Cause /  

Incident Factors 

Vehicle CC /  

Estimated Speed 

Helmet 

Age/Gender/Residency 

Safety Certified /  

Experience 

Alcohol Involved /  

BAC 

#14 – 02/12/17; 

5:50PM; Florence 

Co.; Commonwealth; 

Trail 

1; Fell off 

Snowmobile; 

Blind Hill 

599CC; 15MPH; 

Yes 

36; M; WI; No; Over 

100 Hours 
No / .000 

Victim crested a hill and met a groomer coming up the hill in the opposite direction.  Victim swerved onto a snowbank 

along the trail, fell from his snowmobile and went under the groomer. 

#15 – 02/25/17; 

5:26PM; Iron Co.; 

Oma; Trail 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Speed, 

Alcohol 

794CC; 72MPH; 

Yes 

51; F; WI; No; Over 

100 Hours 
Yes / Unknown 

Victim failed to negotiate a curve in the trail; left the trail and struck a tree. 

#16 – 02/25/17; 

10:47PM; Oneida 

Co.; Newbold; Trail 

1; Struck a Fixed 

Object; Pending 

Speed 

600CC; Unknown; 

Yes 

Unknown; WI; No; 

Unknown 
Unknown / Unknown 

Operator failed to negotiate a curve in the trail and struck a power pole. 
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Total Incidents = 99  

166 total incidents. 

A report must be filed for any crash that results in an injury 

requiring treatment by a physician or a fatal incident must be 

reported as soon as possible to a Conservation Warden or other 

law enforcement officer.  You must file a written report of the 

incident within 10 days to the DNR 
2 13 

0 1 

26 

5 

1 

2 

1 

0 

2 

6 

13 

1 

10 

12 1 1 

0 1 1 

0 

3 
1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

4 

0 
0 

0 

2 

2 

1 2 3 
2 

1 
2 

0 
4 

1 

3 
2 

0 0 
1 

0 

0 

1 

0 
0 4 2 0 

2 

0 

0 
4 

0 

0 0 0 

2016-2017 TOTAL SNOWMOBILE INJURY INCIDENTS 

REPORTED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT BY COUNTY 



WISCONSIN SNOWMOBILE SAFETY & ENFORCEMENT REPORT 

 

Page 14 

 

Snowmobile Safety Patrol May 01, 2016 – April 30,2017 
 

Municipality Prorated 
Payment on 
$396,000.00 

Reported 
Patrol 
Hours 

Citations 
Issued 

Cost / 
Patrol 
Hour 

Cost / 
Citation 

Hours / 
Citation 

Exempt 
Hours 

Admin 
Hours 

Total 
Reported 
Hours 

Adams Co SO 8994.89 100 4 108.83 2720.75 25.0 24.00 38.50 162.50 

Ashland Co SO 7666.14 180 7.5 51.82 1243.62 24.0 0.00 14.00 194.00 

Barron Co SO 4910.08 48 2 124.46 2986.98 24.0 0.00 12.00 60.00 

Bayfield Co SO 13055.55 207.00 22 76.74 722.01 9.4 30.50 25.50 263.00 

Burnett Co SO 3054.09 100.50 6 36.97 619.30 16.8 4.50 28.50 133.50 

Calumet Co SO 7284.50 90.60 10 97.82 886.28 9.1 8.10 5.50 104.20 

Chippewa Co SO 16803.48 269.00 26.5 76.00 771.48 10.2 123.25 34.00 426.25 

Clark Co SO 5305.47 87.25 6 73.98 1075.84 14.5 59.75 33.50 180.50 

Dane Co SO 13089.87 76.00 27 209.55 589.85 2.8 40.00 31.00 147.00 

Dodge Co SO 6982.52 78.50 15.5 108.22 548.09 5.1 41.00 15.50 135.00 

Door Co SO 6249.92 40.00 9 190.10 844.90 4.4 44.00 5.25 89.25 

Douglas Co SO 10823.65 147.50 10 89.28 1316.88 14.8 42.00 23.00 212.50 

Dunn Co SO 7924.31 72.00 14 133.91 688.66 5.1 21.00 15.00 108.00 

Florence Co SO 6198.76 183.00 14 41.21 538.70 13.1 25.00 4.00 212.00 

Forest Co SO 17962.27 416.00 25 52.53 874.17 16.64 9.00 39.00 464.00 

Iron Co SO 14037.85 150.00 13 113.86 1313.80 11.54 56.00 41.00 247.00 

Jackson Co SO 37723.03 930.00 105.5 49.35 435.04 8.82 34.00 186.60 1150.60 

Langlade Co SO 5630.34 74.00 13 92.57 526.94 5.69 0.00 8.50 82.50 

Lincoln Co SO 6573.76 115.00 26 69.55 307.62 4.42 5.00 38.50 158.50 

Manitowoc Co SO 6915.77 43.00 4 195.68 2103.56 10.75 22.00 0.25 65.25 

Marathon Co SO 5489.57 41.50 10 160.94 667.90 4.15 4.50 19.50 65.50 

Marinette Co SO 2310.86 130.70 26 21.51 108.14 5.03 31.00 29.40 191.10 

Oconto Co SO 19275.25 299.00 21.5 78.43 1090.77 13.91 10.00 101.00 410.00 

Oneida Co SO 27723.21 332.00 43.5 101.60 775.40 7.63 57.00 64.00 453.00 

Pierce Co SO 19231.56 314.00 34 74.52 688.19 9.24 41.00 50.50 405.50 

Polk Co SO 7454.44 58.00 14 156.37 647.83 4.14 61.00 4.50 123.50 

Portage Co SO 5252.99 57.00 12 112.13 532.60 4.75 11.00 8.50 76.50 

Rock Co SO 8617.12 77.00 8 136.16 1310.53 9.63 73.00 10.00 160.00 

Rusk Co SO 3990.42 57.00 11 85.18 441.37 5.18 9.50 13.00 79.50 

Sawyer Co SO 12036.19 234.00 15 62.58 976.27 15.60 10.00 44.00 288.00 

Shawano Co SO 5678.70 45.50 12 151.85 575.76 3.79 38.00 15.00 98.50 

Taylor Co SO 3203.92 43.50 2 89.61 1949.06 21.75 0.00 2.70 46.25 

Vilas Co SO 18913.15 266.80 51 86.25 451.20 5.23 130.25 42.15 439.20 

Walworth Co SO 15934.13 41.00 4 472.84 4846.65 10.25 75.00 43.50 27.27 

Washburn Co SO 2424.51 40.00 2.5 73.75 1179.93 16.00 5.50 3.50 49.00 

Washington Co SO 6649.27 49.00 9 165.10 898.89 5.44 2.00 21.75 72.75 

Waupaca Co SO 11867.40 129.50 14.5 111.50 995.77 8.93 45.00 16.00 190.50 

Winnebago Co SO 6373.54 46.00 11 168.58 704.95 4.18 45.00 8.00 99.00 

Wood Co SO 6437.53 50.00 12 156.65 652.70 4.17 0.00 2.00 52.00 
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